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Once more the rollicking flames of the 
koniif/uletide fires are reflected in the happy fac- 
_ 
Jes of loved ones, gathered again around the 
7renortedJ}10m0 hearth for the Christmas festivities. 
r hat; 
hi* 
f 
place the la* 
Caressingly the rose and gold lights play 
upon the faces of those who are old, kindling 
ane wblurred memories of happy childhood 
days. Softly they touch the care lines of mid­ 
d le age, transforming them. Youth sits hand- 
' hasped, thrilled at their warmth, and in the 
merry, laughing eyes and rosy lips of hap­ 
py little folk they find their full reflection. 
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f And out of the flames of these Yuletide 
Arces, come for our mind’s review, treasured 
pictures of our childhood; cherished Christ­ 
mas dreahrs that we are today changing into 
■ealities for our own little loved ones. 
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Miss Clara Smith and Jake 


L. Had Been Team-Mates 


Under the Red Lights 


Wise County's Member of 


State’^ Upper House^De­ 


livers Speech to Pupils 


school 
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'Christmas is 
Christ mas is 
know it, we 
And we are : 
Our t aJes t 
W ill show it. w 


Beneath the spell of the Yuletide, self is 
bit and the true Spirit of Christmas -warm 
<i.-n»2oe) throbbing with love and friendship 
ins supreme. For, remembering the gift 
holy Babe of Bethlehem gave to us on 
his natal day, let us, too, give of the besi 
t is in us that Christmas may be a day of 
opiness through service. 
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Old friends and new, we are wishing for 
u and yours all the Happiness; all the joy 
nd Gladness that the Christmas Season can 
ring. 
Cordially yours, 


First 
ecurity State Bank 


J. L. Rush, Pres, 
i. Rowan, V-P. 
T. L. Ball, V-P. 
J. E. Standley, Cashier 
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Farm Loans 


tS-SOU\ 


On sandy or black land farms. 
I am now prepared to close up 
loan contracts without delays 
on Wise county farm lands eilh- 
indy or black land—double 
op nan for the payment of your 
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Clara Smith is on her way back 
to Ardmore, Oklahoma, to face a 
jury on a charge of slaying Jake L. 
1 Hamon, multimillionaire oil magnate 
and republican national committee- 
1 man from Oklahoma. 
She will tell 
the Ardmore jury the whole story of 
the killing. 
The story reaches its climax with 
the account of the last meeting of 
Hamon and Clara in the Ardmore 
hospital after the shooting. 
It closed with a benediction on the 
soul of the man that is as strong as 
the conflict of emotions which now 
seethe in the heart of the woman 
accused. 
I 
“He was always cruel and snarling 
with me,” she said to Sam Blair, cor­ 
respondent for the Universal Service 
Tuesday. 
“That bullet which killed 
him should have been fired ten years 
ago. 
I was advised to kill him —yes, 
by several of the biggest men in Ok­ 
lahoma. 
But I loved him. 
I still 
love him. 
She Forgives Him 
“He made his peace with God. 
He 
told me so that morning in the hospi­ 
tal after he had said he was dying 
and that I should go away and he 
would tell the world he had shot him­ 
self. 
He’s made his peace with God 
and God and I forgave him on that 
day. 
He told me he would meet me 
in heaven 
and I ’ll meet him there. 
“ But, oh, if I had only shown 
i -j 
the Ardmore people the black marks 
of his thumb on my throat, tho torn 
skin on my hands, tile battered face 
on me after that night the bullet was 
tired. 
Had I shown these everyone 
would have believed my story. 
Will 
they believe, now that my bruises 
an almost healed? 
Hated and Loved Him 
I want to tell you of that day and 
night,’ she said, speaking to 
Mr, 
Blair, “of that night he was shot. 
For ten years 
you know— he had 
dominated me. 
I hated him and yet 
I loved him. 
That day of November 
21, we were to part for good. 
“ It was my decision and his. His 
wife was returning to him from Chi­ 
cago. 
He had grown to be a power 
in mo n y and politics. 
I had made 
him what he was, but I had no desire 
to remain with him and share in hi 
glory. 
“That day was to have been our 
last together. 
We had made up our 
minds. 
We had promised each other 
that not a thing should happen to 
mar the san ctity of the time. It was 
sacred for me because he was the 
only man in my life. 
Says He Was Drinking 
“The day passed. 
Instead of our 
being together as we had desired he 
was forced to run constantly to his 
office. 
Each tim e he came back to 
me he had more drink than before. 
“Always in the past he had been 
able to achieve what I call “carry­ 
ing his liquor,’ but as this day wore 
on, and I got fitful glimpses of him I 
became convinced that he was going 
crazy. 
“I went to my room— No. 28. His 
room was No. 29. 
I locked the com­ 
municating door between. 
I locked 
my own door. 
I could hear him be­ 
yond the partition. 
He evidently was 
more angry than ever before. 
“I telephoned for some food. The 
negro porter— Bill— came with the 
food. 
At his heels rushed Mr. Ha­ 
mon. 
I could not put him out. 
Knew Scene W as Coming 
“I got rid of the porter. 
I knew 
another terrible scene was coming. 
“Mr. Hamon flung himself down 
on my bed. 
He was disgustingly in­ 
toxicated. 
He called me— he called 
m e a tenable name. 
Ho wanted to 


Distinguished visitors at the Nor­ 
mal College Saturday were Senator 
Guinn W illiams of Decatur, who suc­ 
ceeds George M. Hopkins of Denton 
in this office, and Representative Jno. 
L. Adams of Fort Worth. 
These gen­ 
tlemen spent the morning inspecting 
the buildings and grounds of the col­ 
lege, and visiting classes, etc., in or­ 
der to be fam iliar from first hand 
information with the work of the 
school and its needs for the next two 
years. 
The entire body of students 
of the college and training school was 
present at the chapel period at ten 
o’clock 
and 
the 
auditorium 
was 
crowded to full capacity. 
Each of 
the three gentlem en was introduced 
by Presi4ent Bruce, and responded 
with a talk. 
Members qf the fac­ 
ulty and students who were here in 
previous years felt a more personal 
interest in the visitors as Senator 
W illiams is the father of Guinn W il­ 
liams, Jr., who was a former student 
and graduate of the college, and Rep­ 
resentative Adams has a daughter 
who was also a former student of the 
college. 
Guinn W illiams Jr. is now 
a moving picture actor and has been 
seen in til j u s in Denton. 
At the beginning of his talk, Sen­ 
ator Williams was applauded for his 
statement that all Texas is proud of 
the normal college. 
He continued 
his remarks by pointing out that i 
young men and women of today are 
particularly fortunate in having such I 
schools provided for them, and drew 
a contrast with educational condi­ 
tions of previous days, and in this 
connection emphasised the responsi­ 
bility that rests upon the college stu­ 
dents and young school teachers of 
this immediate slating that. the men­ 
ace of Bolshevism could only be turtl­ 
ed away by an educated citizenship. 
He admonished 
the students that 
their greatest efficiency could be a t ­ 
tained only by having a fixed purpose 
in life, and making straight to their 
coal, but showed that the true stand­ 
ard of success is not guaged by the 
dollar mark, stating that the greatest 
success one can obtain is to do the 
most good for the most people. 
He 
was applauded by the students for 
his reference to President Bruce in 
this connection, as he pointed out the 
president as an example of a true al- 
thruist, who had sob-ordinated Im­ 
personal interests to the building of 
this institution for the good of the 
public school children of Texas. 
He closed his remarks with the 
earnest admonition, 
“ Do the besi 
you can. 
Do all you can, and keep 
doing as long as you can.”— Denton 
Reeord-Ohronicle. 
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for your Boy for a Christmas Sift 
i I 


IT MEANS A LOT TO A BOY TO GET STARTED RIGHT. 


HE QUICKLY LEARNS THE VALUE OF SAVING HIS MONEY, 


AND HE IS ALWAYS ALERT TO EARN MORE AND MAKE HIS 


BALANCE GROW 


FOR YOUR BOY’S SAKE, GIVE HIM THE BEST START YOU 


CAN— OPEN AN ACCOUNT FOR HIM IN OUR BANK. 


PUT YOUR MONEY IN OUR BANK. 
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NOT MANY XMAS 
PARDONS GIVEN 


Austin, Dec. 21.— There will be 
Christmas pardons granted by Gover­ 
nor Hobby this year. 
His total is 
now 1,862 and probably will reach 
2,000 by the time he leaves office. 
Ferguson pardoned 2,666 in his three 
years and Colquitt 2,248 in his four 
years as governor. 


All is in readiness for the big 
Christmas Rodeo to be held at the 
fair park in Decatur on Friday and 
Saturday, December 2 4 and 2 5. 
Sev­ 
eral outlaw horses which have never 
been ridden wil be here, while many 
other bad horses will be in the show. 
The steers for riding the first day 
have been secured. 
Various contests 
will he staged besides the bronc rid ­ 
ing which will add much to the en­ 
tertainment of the crowds. 
A n u m­ 
ber of first-class riders are here to 
take part, and the affair p r o m is e s to 
be one of the best ever staged in 


TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER! 


On Christmas Eve 
Friday,'Dec. 24th 
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know who I had been riding with. 
(hiK SMfion 
If you want to see 
some real wild-west sport, come1 to 
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“ He 
k n e w —he 
knew-—oh, 
well, that never in ten years—-since 
I was 17— had I ever so much as 
raised my eyes ai another man. Anti 
yet on that last day he chose to pre­ 
tend ho was doubting me. 
“ His knife— Mr. Hannon’s knife- - 
fell out of his pocket as ho lay on 
the bed. 
I don’t know why— it must 
have been Providence— I picked it 
up and concealed it on the t; ble un­ 
der a newspaper. 
Says He Grabbed Her 
“He got up from the bed 
He 
grabbed me. 
His fingers went deep 
into my throat. 
I coiildn t sere rn. 
“He* laughed that harsh, 
snarly 
laugh of his which he was ca b fu l 
not to give in public- but it wap a 
laugh I knew well. 
He watched me 
quietly for apf instant, that beastly 
sneer on bis Zips. 
He lighted a cigf^r 
and this is ?vhat he said to me. 
** ‘I woukI as easily slit your throat, 
as I draw on this cigar.’ 
“He felt for hip 
,fe— the knife 


the rodeo. 
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his face set in a way that’s horrible 
to remember. 
He started to lunge 
toward me across the floor. His arms 
were outstretched 
and his fingers 
clutched t h e air grotesquely. 
Instinc­ 
tively I reached behind me. 
On the 
window sill I felt my handbag. 
It 
was open. 
Inside my hand searched 
and found my gun. 
“He had given me this gun him­ 
self not so long ago. 
I leveled this 
gun at his head. 
I cried out for him I 
to stop. 
There was a chair close to 
his left hand. 
He lifted his right 
hand suddenly and switched off the 
light. 
Says Chair Hit Her 
: g 
“The chair was swung over His - 
head. 
I could see the movem<*it 
faintly from the light reflected fr^P 
rn 
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The San la Roy Confectionery will sell one, 
two or three Universal Phonographs to the 
person offering the highest sealed bid on the 
special machine wanted. The machines are 
regularly priced at— 
$140.00, $150.00, 
$225.00 
The bids will be opened at 4 o’clock on the 
square on the above date by some desinter- 
ested party. This is a genuine auction sale, 
and the machines bid on will sell on that date, 
regardless of the price offered. 
The UNIVERSAL Phonograph 
Is the finest reproducing phonograph in the 
world. No matter what artist makes the rec­ 
ord, the UNIVERSAL will reproduce every 
sound perfectly. It is the UNIVERSAL Talk­ 
ing Machine that plays all records COR­ 
RECTLY. There are no parts to change. The 
instrument of matchless tonal quality recog-... 
nized as the highest class talking machine in 
the world is the famous UNIVERSAL. 
Come, hear the phonographs and makj 
your bid. 


/ * 
4 


The San la Roy 
R. C. HEATHINGTON, Prop. 
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EVERY MONDAY........ 
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If you Have headaches, bad vision, eye straii 
or your glasses are not correctly 
to see me every Monday at D< 
Store. “My glasses satisfy, 
T. 


im 'a - 
rn 


•?t 
Y❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
A 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
❖t 
♦I* 
❖ 
♦? 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
*Stt❖ 
❖ 
AI 
❖ 
❖ 
♦ y? 
Lfj 


A 
t 


Still Continues 


BEING THE FIRST SALE OF THE KIND IN DECATUR, THIS HAS PROVEN VERY POP CLAR, AND WE WANT TO IMPRESS UPON. 
YOU THE FACT THAT IT WILL CONTINUE ONLY THRU DECEMBER. SINCE WE BOUGHT THE GOODS MANY ITEMS HA VB 
ADVANCED IN THE WHOLESALE MARKET, BUT WE HAVE CUT THE PRICE ON OUR STOCK REGARDLESS. BUY WHAT YOU 


WILL NEED NEXT YEAR NOW WHILE YOU CAN SAVE MONEY! 


HARNE$SS GOODS 


The largest stock of leather goods 
in North Texas. Everything reduc­ 
ed—a bargain in every item— 
$4.00 collars................................. $3.25 
$10.00 collars.......................$8.75.... 
$12.00 collars............................... $9.75 
7-8 18-foot wagon lines..............$6.78 
1-inch 18-foot wagon lines 
$7.78 
Blind bridles.......... $2.50, $3.25 and up 
$2.00 back bands..........................$1.67 
$2.25 back bands..........................$1.89 
$1.50 belly bands.-......................$1.06 
$1.75 pole straps..........................$1.29 
$27.00 wagon harness................$22.50 
$32.50 wagon harness................$27.50 


AUTOMOBILE SUPPLIES 
Firestone tires and tubes— 
30x3'A plain casings..................$15.65 
30x8 IK non-skid with tube........ $21.00 
32x4 plain casing........................$27.50 
Champion-x Spark plugs.............. 67c 
Porceleans........................................29c 
Hercules plugs 
....................49c 
Ford special plugs..........................54c 
Auto oil, per gallon..................... 65c 
5 gallons auto oil 
«!9 


STOVES 
Hetaers and cook stoves in wood, 
coal, gas and oil have all been reduc­ 
ed— 
$9.50 oil heaters............................$8.50 
$32.00 four-burner, New Perfection 
cook stove, now......................$26.75 
$9.00 gas heater, how..................$7.85 
$10.00 gas heater, now................$8.75 
$9.00 wood heater, now................$8.00 
$10.00 wood heater, now............ $8.95 
$5.00 air-tight heater, now 
$3.95 
$42.50 cook stove, now.............. $32.50 
$50.00 cook stove, now..............$42.50 
$65.00 wood stove, now..............$49.50 


WINCHESTER GUNS—AMMUNI­ 
TION 
22 cartridges 
- ......................30c 
Shot-gun shells..................90c and 95c* 
Smokeless shells 
$1.10 and $1.20 
$5.00 targets, now........................$3.95 
$9.00 targets, now........................$7.95 
$28.50 repeater, now..................$21.25 
$65.00 pump gun, now..............$51.25 
$60.00 pump gun........................$46.50 
$2:5.00 double-barrel gun..........$23.50 
$16.00 single barrel gun............$14.50 


QUEENSWARE AND SHELF 
GOODS 


These goods are the best, and we 
have made very large reductions. A 
few listed here— 


8-inch files.......................................20c 
10-inch files................... 
30c 
Hollowstone ware, per galon 
20c 
$1.50 white cups and sauces... .$1.24 
$1.50 plain white plates.............. $1.24 
75c glasses.......................................6Qc 
Stove pipe.........................................2oc 
$1.85 trace chains........................$1.60 
Chair bottoms................. "............. 10c 
200 shovels a t............................... $1.65 
$6.50 cross-cut saws......................$5.65 
$1.75 wash tubs............................$1.45 
$3.00 single-bit axes....................$2.48 
$3.50 double-bit axes....................$2.98 
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COMMUNITY SILVER—lo PER 
CENT OFF 
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Buy now—make your Christmas 
gifts useful ones. Hardware lasts a 
life-time, while other things are soon 
gone and forgotten. 


THIS REDUCTION SALE CONTINUES THRU THE MONTH OF DECEMBER! 


You are invited to visit the big store and inspect these articles which have been substantially reduced in price! Come and look them overj 


—SERVICE AND SATISFACTION— 


Hardware 
Implements 
LILLARD 
CSL COMPANY 
Automobile 
Tires-Tubes 
THE WINCHESTER STORE 
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ISED SCHEDULE ID R FORT 
VORTH A DENVER TRAINS 


North Bound 
^ 
--D eca tu r— W. Falla 
30 am 
10:00 am 12:55 pin 
•OO am 
11:32 am 
2:00 pm 
;00 pm 
7:50 pin 10:45 pm 


LOCAL AND 
PERSONAL 


Assistant County Attorney Lebdell 
was in Bridgeport on business Tues 
day. 


Watch our window displays for the 
newest creations in “gifts that last.” 
E. W. Bass & Company. 


Many new Christmas goods are ar­ 
riving daily at E. W. Bass & Com­ 
pany’s. 


Mrs. Hattie Rutherford and chil­ 
dren of Clarendon, are guests of the 
family of IL C. Coleman. 


Sam Jackson was in Burkburnett 
last week arranging for the drilling 
of two oil w ells on his property 
there. 


25 pm 12:02 am 
South Bound 
— Decatur— 
05 am 
5:40 am 
OO am 
11:00 am 
OO pm 
4:59 pm 
25 pm 
5:55 pin 


2:50 am 
Alf Brown was in Fort Worth on 
business. 


Mrs. W. C. Lovelace and children 
of Godley, are visiting Mrs. W. W. 
Williams. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ones Finlayson were 
here Sunday from Rhome, visiting 
the family of John Scott. 


I have just received a car of some 
choice apples, and have them for sale 
in the building just east of the City 
Meat Market. 


H, L. W ard’s barn burned last 
day morning about five-thirty, 
quantity of corn and hay, a hog 
a saddle were lost. 
D»*. Fullin] 
reached the barn in time to rol| 
car out of the flames. 
The cam 
the fire is unknown. 
There, T"j 
insurance. 


Ft. Worth 
7:15 am 
1:00 pin 
6:40 pm 
7:25 pin 


Jack LII la rd was on the sick list 
this week. 


Mrs. Guinn 
Williams 
visited 
in 
Denton last week. 


Miss Wynelle Henderson, student 
at S. M. U., Dallas, is home for th** 
holidays. 


Drummond Bartlett of Baylor Un­ 
iversity, was here 
this week, the 
guest of Jennings Brown. 


Your friends can buy anything you 
ran give them except, your photo­ 
g r a p h . 
Have sitting made not at— 
THOMPSON’S STUDIO 


Stops at Decatur, Bowie and 
a- 
the first section go. s to 
se c o n d section cuts out at 
Falls. 
m akes all local stops, and 
W ichita Falls and Abilene, 
does not stop at Decatur. 
B ow ie and goos to Denver. 
m akes all local stops and 


c r 
prse a8t H enrietta, B ow ,. 
D .ir One section comes from 
the other from W ichita Fall*, 
n from D enver conies first 
M in iW .ch ita Falls on time. 
all local .stops an<1 
«* Wlchi,a 
estops and 


Milburn Arnett was here this week 
from San Antonio. 


Gray shorts $2.65 per hundred rn 
Dillard Milling Company. 
Telephone 
your order. 


Mill-run I)ran for $2.15 per hun­ 
dred 
at 
Dill:', rd 
Milling Company. 
’Phone your order to mill. 


Mrs. Ro> Heathington Is visit in. 
relatives in Fort Worth. 


After several weeks ol very pretty 
weather, a cold drizzle and slew rain 
came Monday. 


The regular meeting of the Ma­ 
sonic belue will be held Christmas 
iii. bt, J/ i i tirdny, December 2>>. 


Misses Beatrice Kuteman of Ring­ 
gold, and Mary Tom Needham of 
Dallas, have returned home after a 
visit to Mrs. Guinn Williams. 


J. P. Carroll, George Jameson and 
wife, Green 
McCatroll and family 


The City Bakery was bufd 
Sunday night. 
The cash drag} 
emptied of about $7. 
M |n 
thinks someone hid in the I s 
and allowed himself to be 1$*, 
later going out through a bif*- 
dow by tearing off the sere!*- 
pressions of the finger print.' ^ 
the burglar were taken by 
Malone in an attempt to app] 
the guilty party. 


were here from Slidell Monday 
Read 
tilt classified ac., 
held man:, opportunities. 


Mr. and Mrs, James Riddle will 
spend Christmas in Alvord. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Turner o. 
Iowa Park, a r e guests of tin* lamily 
of Dave Hoyl. 


We yin furnish, kill and dress any 
size ling and deliver to your house 
for life per pound. 
’Phone u* tor 


keatur; 
’rom 


Ask your grocer for Pride of Tekas 
Hour. 
$3.05 for 48-pound sack. \ 
it 
Mrs. F. P. Timberlake of Wichita 
Falls, is the guest of relatives here. 


Mr. Theodore Ponder of Dallas. 
is here to visit Mr. Robert Gibson 
and other relatives. 


per P 
par* ie'alure. 
Dilia re .Milling Co. 


New five-bushel peanut bags for 
15c each. 
Dillard Milling Company.] 


Born. 
on Mot 
ter. 


Air. and Mrk^L. Dittrelj 
a dam 


Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Heathington 
leaves this week to spend the holi- 
dtijft in Hollis, Okla. 
. 


lite shorts $2.90 per hundred at 
Milling Company. 
Telkfhoj 
ler to_ 


JiGige Mc Kinsey adjourned court 
Sat nrday until Wednesday, when tin* 
Bo’o McClure case was tailed. 


If you want beautiful, nkite flour, 
a l k your grocer for Pride af, Texas. 
13.05 for 48-pound sack. 


Mrs. Shumaker and childr»L of 
ten ton, will be the guests of 
person during the hoi id ii 


1 
Mrs. J. V. Patterson visited rela- 
i tives in the Greenwood country, be­ 
ing accompanied 
home by 
Master 
Thomas V., who had been visiting 
; his uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. 
I Fred Milligan. 


I 
The Decatur band gave if splen­ 
d id program^ at the high school last 
j Friday night. 
The crowd/w as dis- 
} appointing, as the receipA were only 
$30. 
The entertainm en^^gserved a 
I better patronage. 


Hotter Photographs^ 


THOMPSON’S K IT H 


ID IL Lide of Can] 
IL be the guests 
iring^ 


Paul Scott is here 
S. M. U., visiting hoi 
Heave next week ft 
‘gia, to attend ti 
Phi Delta Thetas 
resentative of S / 


rom 
■ i l l 


Chas. W orkman’s g;a|ag«! 
I car were burned last $lturj 
ing about two o’clock, 
man also lost a quantit 
meat, as he had lately, 
hogs and had the meat ii 
When the fire was dial 
flames had gained such 
no one cojdd get neai^ 
The origii^fcL the_ flj 
No insun 
the c: 


OF HIGH 
STUDENTS 


NO KIDDIES— NO CHRISTMAS 


L its A ttending the 
Schools 


pTiJhu sh alt win! 


was enjoyed very 


fcat glistens turn 


Children Are Absolutely Necessary to 
Keep the Yuletide and Happy 
Season in Existence. 
mm 


tie ” are not 


been on the sick 


lim is visiting reta­ 
ile r. 


b t mas and 
■ L in d all! 
a happy 


rn D. H. S. Mon- 
K id on im portant 


S anta Claus may 
Ichors as a g ilt to 


^tmas present we 
ting us some first 


ris coming, hooray! 
grouch, and catch the 
ght kind, though. 


th e college students did 
[eek ahead, but never mind 
on tho top lim b in tho 


Is reported th a t H ale Cates has 
I h at; 
his old one becam e too 
W e e th e last E nglish notebook 
im ent. 


:r G ililland, ex-student, has 
. D. H. S. library a subscrip- 
the A. M. C. stu d en t paper, 
lk you, W alter. 


, m instrel w as well attended 
[clear sum of $62.70 was real 
[W e w ant to th an k the citizen- 
Jnd th e D ecatur band. 


I the person who will abuse our 
poks stay away from our 
Itertainm ents— this is the 
Ie D. H. S. students. 


—— jo lte d aud known to be 
|th a i a certain m em ber of th 
can ride horseback with as 
^determ ination as she can teach 
ii. 


lure preparing for all the con­ 
in 
I lie inter-scholastic meet. 
Ti D. H. S. go! 
Come on. 
Ev- 
school in the county and let’ : 
ie this the best ever. 
Now is the 
to begin. 


DWARD S. MARTIN, who is 
never happier than when 
ai writing about children, had 
IjJ a characteristic article in 
the Metropolitan Magazine 
entitled “Christmas and Children.” In 
the course of its lines Mr. Martin in­ 
troduces a suggestion that is extreme­ 
ly unpleasant, hut lie * tears it away de­ 
lightfully. 
He says: 
t 
‘Consider, if there were to he a 
lapse of new babies for even so short 
a time as ten years, Santa Claus would 
fade out of active existence and be­ 
come a mere tradition to be read 
about 
in 
books. 
A failure of the 
infant crop for fifteen years would 
result in the decay cf the habit of 
hanging up stockings, and only an­ 
tiquarians would any longer take the 
trouble to have Christmas trees. 
Of 
course, In such an unthinkable con­ 
tingency as that our world would he In 
such a desperate state of dejection 
that It would have no fun, though it 
would go through the motions of ex­ 
istence from habit. 
But the kind of 
Christmas keeping we are 
used 
to 
would be knocked on the head. 
That 
lasts simply and solely because there 
are children. 
The people who have 
the 
children 
maintain 
the 
current 
Christmas practices for their chil­ 
dren’s sake, the older children main­ 
tain them for their own sake, and the 
folks who have no children keep them 
up for old times’ sake and because it i 
Is the custom of the country. 
“W hat an Intolerable suggestion that : 
la, of there being no children to he had 
under fifteen years old; no babies to 
blink and coo at the Christmas tree 
candies; 
no five-year-olds 
to come i 
downstairs In their nightgowns after 
their stockings; no seven-year-olds to 
wake up everyone in the house hours | 
before breakfast; no ten-year-olds to I 
git at the Christmas board and be i 
warned 
against 
overindulgence 
In 
plum pudding. 
No consuming interest j 
in dolls and no m arket for them ; no 
laborious searching of the toy shops, 
and harassing Indecision whether to 
get the same old toys or the new ones; 
no active concern about jack knives 
and sleds and roller skates. 
No hav­ 
ing m—hut it is much too awful to 
po on about. Let us be devoutly thank­ 
ful that it is only an awful Idea with­ 
out basis: that there are lots and lots 
of children in commission, of all kinds 
and ages. and m yriads more coming, 
whatever croaks there may he about 
race suicide.” 


p 
p 
. ' 
C hristm as Presents W orthwhile 


This Christmas will be different—you are 
considering only two things in y o u r Christ­ 
mas shopping—ECONOMY AND SERVICE. 


Let your gift be FURNITURE or a GRAF- 
ONOLA, and it will be both economical and 
serviceable, because it can be a family gut 
and something that every member of the 
family will appreciate and enjoy. 


.adonis of I). U 
rf. w'ant to | 
hrlfre/t^LwloW for his spica- ; 
foai-tofus a(1 . . m sing our minstrel. 
lent? 
Well, we say he has it. and 
Jiber! P 's fortune la made ii he 
Ires for that profession. 


Christmas is coming 


Plum P u d d in g of Other Days. 
A great deal has been said, written 
and sung about the plum pudding of 
old England, hut centuries ago it had a 
fo r m id a b le rival for epicurean favor 
known as plum-pottage or porridge. 
It consisted of beef or mutton made 


Cedar Chests 
Library Tables 
Dining Tables 
Axminster and Velvet 
Rugs 
Buffets 
Kitchen Cabinets 
Chifforobes 
Dressers 
Wood and Iron Beds 
DeLuxe Springs 
Dreamland Mattresses 
Feather Pillows 
Army Blankets 
Duofold Beds 
Table Beds 
Gas and Oil Stoves 


Come in and let us show you our stock of 
useful articles for the home; make your se­ 
lection and have it delivered at your com- 
mand. 


iii 


Christ 
e know 
rnas is coming 
it. we know it. we know 
And Ave are 
it raid 
Our i. ck J es this week 
VHI show- it, will showi t, will s h o w i 


Yes, Dan Cupid has succeeded in 
me case, for he reports that Earl 
taCowan and Bertha Wool ridge or 
lass of '20 were m arried in bort 
Vorth on December 12. 
The high 
cbool 
extends 
congratulations 
to 
hese s p le n d id people and wish for 
hem the greatest happiness and sue 
*** through life. 


Into a broth, thickened vvith 
brown 


bread, 
blob 
was i lien 
t loroii ghly 


First Christian Church 


Preaching next Sunday ut the u>- 
aJ hours by Bro. W. J. Hay goo* 
rho comes in response to the invite 
ion of the pulpit committee. 
Ail 
leathers of the church are urged t .> 
present to hear lsro. Haywood at 
h gervices. 
few officers for our Sunday school 
be elected next Sunday morn- 
All m em bers please be pres­ 
et and assist in the m atter of vi- 
h in terest to the school. 
New class- 
wili be organized and rearrange ! 
suit all m embers. 
iThis Sunday school will not hav« 
[y C hristm as tree o r other1 Celo­ 
ro n this year, and will donate li- 
erally tow ards the support of our 
rphans and oth^r p eo p les homes in 
alias as a result. 


boiled arter raisins, currants, prunes, 
cloves mace and ginger had been add­ 
ed This dish is now entirely obsolete, 
though 
“Poor 
Richard’* 
Almanac” 
mentions It as into as 1750. and a Mrs. 
Frazer, who published a cook-book in 
Edinburgh in 1701, announcing her- 
se!l on its title page as the only teach- 
, I * if rho great art of cookery in that 
<-i; -. 
gives a recipe for making it, 
while Brand, the popular antiquary, 
fells how he par to ok of it at a Christ­ 
mas dinner in the mansion of an old 
English gentleman in 1801, blit it has 
long si nee been wholly supplemented 
by "pliio> pudding. The origin of the 
bitte! is veiled into obscurity. The 
earliest ettok-book which makes any 
rei erotic* to it is the one by Mrs. 
I rafter already referred to as contain­ 
ing a recipe for plum pottage. 


Community Silverware 
Electric Carpet Sweeper 
Vacuum carpet Sweeper 
Serving trays and Carts 
Smoking Stands 
Pedestals and Tabourets 
Shoe-Shine Cabinets 
Medicine Cabinets 
Brass Cuspidors and 
Jardineers 
Bed-Room Pictures 
Dining-Room Pictures 
Oval and Cabinet Pic­ 
ture Frames 
Rocking Chairs 
Dining Chairs 
Work Baskets 
Go-Carts and Cribs 


I 


rn 
St 


Si 
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wife a 


# 
^For Christmas 


YOURS FOR A MERRY CHRIST­ 


MAS AND A BETTER NEW YEAR! 


VELYN NESBIT FACES 
BRO THEH IN COURT 


I 


tie 


New York, Dec. 21. -E velyn Nes- 
4. form er wife of H arry K. Thaw, 
tk of Jack Clifford, the dancer, ap- 
ired in W est Side court here Mon­ 
ty to press a charge of grand lar- 
fny she had filed against her broth- 
Howard, one of the principal wit­ 
h es in the Thaw m urder case 
The brother, she testified, withheld 
portion of $1,500 which he had re­ 
fed in pawning one of her rings 
lied ai $35,000. 
The brother ad- 
ted he kept part of the money, 
declared he did so because his 
lr had failed to return loans he 
\nced. 
The case was postponed 
Wednesday. 


n a* a* *«» 
£ Christmas Eve in the Home 
1 
— 
2 
HR1STMAS 
WVK 
in 
the 
f 
home is always a jovial 
^ 
event, or should be. 
The father 
% bas closed his ledger with a 
“Thank God” that there is now 
and then a respite from toil, | | 
from rim perplexities and cares M 
of everyday life, an oasis in the 
desert of the year, and yields || 
himself for the time to the jjj 
pleasure of creating new joys H 
for the loved ones at the home ^ 
fireside. 
The 
mother's 
heart ^ 
overflows with love and thank- 
fulness as she watches the inno- ■$ 
cent and enthusiastic glee of ^ 
ber lilt!*’ ones over their Christ- jgt 
mas gifts. 
And a s for the chil- 'J 
dren themselves, what eternity ^ 
of time could compensate them & 
for the loss of one Christmas? 
$j| 


Man ®. Christian 


§ 
f t 


On® Cent Per Word. 
— CASH IN ADVANCE— 


No Ad Taken fo r Loa* th an 25c 


rn 
LOST 
arm y blanket. 


weaned pigs. 
Some bred gilts and 
service boars as low as $25.00.- H. 
F. GILLETTE, Tom Boyd place, R ate 
5. 
_ 
_______ 
(53) 
SEE CHAS. DAVIS for your plum b-- 
. 
. 
, 
, , , ________ J 
___________ I . 
I t . O Y 
ing goods, w indm ills and work. (53) 
FOR SALE— Oak pole wood, 5uc foot 
high on wagon; 
eight m iles east of 
D ecatur, on route 8.— ARCHIE PAG­ 
GETT. 
( 2) 


ie 


Ik 


LOST— One army blanket. 
Finder 
please return to this office. _ 
(51) 
LOST— Brown overcoat in North De­ 
catur, Thursday night, December 16. 
Reward for return to the postoffice 
in Decatur. 
____ 


•rn 
tm 


LS-SOUTHEUN 
l e a g u e 
SERIES IS APPROVED 


Liphis, Tenn., Dec. 21.— John 
rtin of Memphis was re-elected 
at of the Southern assqcitia- 
L« a three-year term andirin ap­ 
teran given a post-easom ^eries 
- ii the pennant w innera (of the 
E ra and Texas league?4 sor t u~ 
T I cham pionship of V 
Ip) pen ing sessions ’ 
is he annual “ 
Jth 
“ J 


Well Led. 
Mary arid Robert, of lender age, had 
ponies as their Christmas presents and 
were being taught to ride. 
Daily they 
were put on the ponies’ backs at the 
entrance to Central park in New York, 
aud 
were taken for the prescribed 
round. 
Being only f°ur an(1 six year® 
respectively. the* welcomed the kind 
attentions of glooms, especially the 
Immense help of beading ’he pony. But 


jX i/T 
Se in Py State bank pocket­ 
book containing three or four silver 
(lollers a n i f urn’ll change. 
Let urn 
to JOHN GENTRY at Moore Groce- 
ry. 
IHI 
L O S T — Gold-rim glasses in case near 
Denver track north-east of to w n ; al­ 
so steel-rim glasses on square. 
Re­ 
ward.— H. H. HALSELL. 
(52) 


FOR SALE— One registered Poland 
China sow, eighteen .nonths’ old, for 
$35.00. 
Two registered Poland Chi­ 
na gilts, three m onths old for $10.00 
each. 
All big type. 
Long Orange 
breeding.— NELSON ENGLISH, 
( l l 


FO R REN T 
FARM FOK RENT— 83 acres, 60 a - 
res in cultivation; 
balance pasture; 
seven miles southw est of Decal in , 
good 
house, 
small 
barn, orchard, 
vineyard. Will rent for cash or crop 
rent to good tenant. 
Address J. \ \ . 
PTPY A SON, 103 Commerce street, 
F o rt W orth, Texas. 
J 51) 


Fire Insurant 


-«*rn1' 


I have bought the 
r*®i-p: 
Green & Cojmpan 
rf solicit a ic 


•d Rings, 
.ond Ear 
Moving 


W ANTED 
WANTED TO BUY— A good second 
hand organ cheap 
f o r cash. Phone 
Decatur S o u t h w e s t e r n ^ ^ ! 2 . ^ ___ 


TO TRADE 


It was 
aloije 
best 
.on 
they should go It 


)la*a 
entrance, 
of 
Le equestrian statue 
with victory go- 
Mary, after be­ 
s h o u t a groom 
Bred wistfully at 
Is. 


•w asn’t 


FUR H A L E 
FOR SALE— F our roosters, twelve 
pullets, thoroughbred Pljnmoth Rock. 
Price $1 .00— MRS. G. W. TYSON, 
D ecatur. 
______________ 


F 
O 
R 
SA L E - H om e-m ade seeded rib­ 
bon cane syrup In lO-poond bucket,. 
Apply B. T. R 5 
ardson, R te 5. Ind 
'Phone. 
i 
____________~ - V a 
FARM FOP1* fille d — or 
rent, 
acres Of gr 
/ 
\ 
nic€ y0U n? 
orchard, ' riri 
' .sp o u s e plenty of 
good wa 
Of . h ^ a Cv NUTTING, 


ao J and mi 
e died that 
The 


TO TRADE— Nice farm in Archer, 
also one in Young county, which I 
will trade for W ise county land. Can 
m ake an interesting proposition —- 
W . H. RICE, Decatur. 
(51) 


REW ARD O FFE R 
for inform ation 
leading to th e recovery of brow n 
horse, four years old, 14V£ hands 
high; 
foretop cu t off; 
w hite m ark 
on hind foot. 
Strayed from my pas­ 
tu re Dec. 
13, 
1 9 2 0 .— I. 
J. 
K IL­ 
LOUGH. 
<5Z) 
I 
One of the best pictures of th e 
entire season has been secured for 
th e ^Majestic p icture 
g £ 
Tlyjcsday night— “The Pi 
n which E arle W i1 
V ' 
carries out P 
eturd, 
Do 


W e c o u n t y m e s s e n g e r . 


ESTABLISHED '880 
Official Publication for the City of Decatur. 
COLLINS & SMITH 


Ibktered ^a t th U I tee** lur, Texas, Postofflce as Secood-Clasg Mall (U tte r 


M C K COM jIN8~and M ARVIS B . SM ITH 
M Itora 
and P ro p rieto r 


Most Widely Circulated Paper in Wise County. 
MEMBER TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION 
_____________ 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC: 


A ny erroneous reflections upon the character, standing or rePu«»t‘°" 
ot anc tom person or corporation which may appear in the colum ns of the 
t 
^ 
Z 
glad .C o rrected upon its being brought to the attention 


of the publishers.— Collins & Smith, Publishers. 
_________________________ 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


One year— *1.50i 
Six M o n t h s — $1.00; 
Three Months— 50 Cents 


Hmm 


I ) 
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THC TREE OF LOVE 


I 
Ani 
T Ii e 
T r e e 
0 I' 
L o v e 
1 ani the light 
That ( ’heistnia.s-thie 
Brings. I ain ever green. 
My limbs are yearning to 
Bear the burdens of gifts of 
Noel. 
I live in the high, open 
Spaces where Cod sm iles bright­ 
est on the world, where his light 
Keeps the memory of Christ’s birth 
Refreshed. 
Years ago men fought and 
Knew no tim e to think of the Gentle 
One w’ho spoke of Love. 
Ami then one 
Night a star beamed in the east and Ailed 
Me with a sweet grace. 
My soul quivered, 
And I was bom again. 
And now I come 
W ith the Christmas tim e to remind you of 
Love— Love, that fades, but lives again. 
I am 
But a dream unless you know me. 
I wish 
To ache under the 
buiden 
of 
love gifts. 
Yes, I am ever green; 
I live forever, but 
You do not know’ me always. 
I ask 
You 
to 
remember 
the 
Little 
Ones 
Whom I A) ve has passed w hen some 
Forget me. 
I pray the light that 
Never dies shall flame out again 
In your heart. For this I live. 
For this I ask. 
I wish 
To live and serve. 
I 
ani 
I jo ve 
Hope 
L i f e 
I ani the Tree of Love. 


VANISHING COTTON 


A bale of cotton left in the open, 
flat on the ground, for eight months 
at 
Jefferson, 
Georgia, 
lost 
370 
pounds. 
Another bale, placed on 
edge in the open, lost 167 pounds in 
the same time. 
A third bale placed 
on edge in the open and turned over 
once a week, lost 110 pounds in eight 
months; 
while a bale, placed on end 
and not turned, lost 78 pounds. 
A 
bale, 
placed 
on 
timbers, 
off 
the 
ground but in the open, and turned 
once a week lost 49 pounds, and a 
bale on timbers and covered with a 
tarpaulin lost only 14 pounds. 
A 
warehoused bale lost only I pound 
in the same time. 


THE COWS COME HOME 


iiiiniiniiHiiwiw 


Santa Claus is cornin’. 


Make some poor devil happy. 


The hit hound howls-- every time 


The most expert cook can't ma kl 
ambrosia from hotel ret use. 


Come on, Mr. Neff, with a perfect­ 
ly good office for some Wise c o u n t y 
patriot. 


The extract market is restless, and 
a tremendous jump in prices is hour­ 
ly expected. 


I 
The Messenger will not be pip - 
I lished next week. 
The next issu* 
I will be dated Friday, Jan. 7. 1921. 
, 
- 
1 
The Messenger wishes . it ^ 
ands of readers a very joyous Christ­ 
mas and a happy and prosperous New 
Year. 


Evidently the devilish republicans 
believe "to the victor belongs the 
spoils.’’ 
It’s good old democratic 
doctrine. 


Send the Messenger one year to 
your relative or friend as a Christ- 
gift. 
You could give nothing 
would give more pleasure* dui- 
fccoming year. 


headline announe- 
Women Will 
t’s 
nothing; 
of Decatur 
rery day in 


;e P a r­ 
mies in 
?so- 
lling 


Pat O’Brien. American ace of aces 
in the U. S. air Service in the world 
war, hero of many battles, and re­ 
cipient of half dozen medals from 
king and potentates, is dead, going 
over the suicide route. 
O’Brien fell 
for the glitt* r and glamor displayed 
by a chic actress and alter she d e ­ 
rived the notoriety which came to 
her 
the wife of the man who •‘out­ 
witted the Huns,’’ she* threw him ov­ 
erboard and sought pastures new 
O’Brien loved the gay young thing 
and when he r e a l i z e d that the worn 
an had tossed him over, he shot him­ 
self, ending his earthly ills. 


Where has all the money gone? A 
country banker asked that question 
the other day. 
He was in Kansas 
City trying to borrow money to tide 
over his customers and offering a 
bushel of wheat as security for ev­ 
ery thirty cents. 
He was turned 
down cold. 
Another banker replied 
to his question: 
"The cities in best financial shape, 
he said, "are Boston, Philadelphia 
and Cleveland. 
The rural districts 
in best financial shape are the great 
dairying districts. 
“Time deposits in very many rural 
districts and cities have been lopped 
in two. 
In the great dairy regions 
there’s scarcely a decline in time de­ 
posits. 
They still have money and 
credit." 
. 
It is significant that hide-bound 
Boston, 
conservative 
Philadelphia, 
and hard-working Cleveland are the 
flush towns; 
not New York with its 
Wall street gambling, Chicago with 
its slick board of trade or oily Tut* 
sa. 
, 
, 
, 
Boston, of course, reaped a harvest 
through the shameless profiteering ot 
the huge textile industries, which, 
with the sugar barons, can claim the 
notoriety of being about the biggest 
hogs that ever fattened on a people’s 
wartime necessity. 
Philadelphia, too 
has its horde of traitor-profiteers; 
and Cleveland its share, but in all 
three the spirit has been to create, 
keep working, and, although thev 
gouged, they kept creating. 
And 
they are on top. 
The same is true in agriculture. 
Before the war we all knew that the I 
old cream check was the safest ana 
surest way to accumulate. 
Through 
the war the dairy business lost heavi­ 
ly. 
Feed was high and help scarce. 
B ut just the same, in the lace of the 
disadvantages, and without the pro­ 
fiteers’ advantages that the cities 
had 
the diary districts seem to be 
on top in this time of tight money. 
The cows have come home 
again. 


FROM THE EXCHANGES 


Flirts are not as bad as they are 
painted.— Polo 
(Mo.) News. 


Home brew motto: 
Jug not that 
ye be not jugged.— Ramah (Colo.) 
Record. 


Many a campaign cigar learns an­ 
other role at Christmas.— Chicago 
Daily News. 


Save your pennies and your heirs 
will take care of your dollars.- Bur­ 
lington News. 


A Weird Story of Adventure in Frisco’s Unsolved 
Mysterious Chinatown. A Live Story of Thrill s 
Sentiment—An Adventure Tale of Breath-Takir 
Suspense. A Superb Character Portrayal by ti 
Screen’s Most Polished Actor. 


EARLE WILLIAMS 
—IN— 


rr.i 
© 


THE BOASTFUL BORE 


I do not mind the man who brags 
about his kith and kin, 
Although 
I think 
his 
family 
was 
good to take* 111111 in, 
I do not mind the braggart who pro­ 
claims his youngster’s worth. 
For boast t ill parents I have found 
tile finest folks on earth; 
But oh, protect me from the man 
who swells his chest to tell 
How some one else has tailed wheie 
he’d have really done it well. 


I can abide the man who 
boasts 
a 
little of his skill. 
Though silence on that point I think 
would grace him better still, 
With patience I will hear the man 
who speaks with honest pride 
Of what he gives to charity if the 
truth is on his side; 
But I confess I try to shun the man 
who’er he be, 
Who claims that no one else on earth 
I 
knows quite so much as he. 


It is a natural trait to brag, all do 
it more or less, 
Though what we are and what we do. 
is proved by our success, 
ad I can’t patient be with men 
whose worth all people know 
vhile they readily admit each 
[Bering speech is so; 
me from the man 
coasting run 
*lse has tried and 
int he’d have dont* 
kR A. GUEST. 


It may take a doctor’s prescription ( 
before long to obtain a yeast cake. 
Washington Post. 


There would be very little kicking 
Ion a cut in the wages of sin. 
Tam- 
] pa ( Flu. ) I i ii ane. 


There, little nickel, don’t you cry; 
yo.UU buy a cigar bye and bye. 
Lit- j 
•lie Hock (Ark.) Gazette. 


Put off until tomorrow only the . 
things you shouldn't do at all. 
En- , 
glewood Times (Chicago.) 


1 
The old-fashioned mon who could 
drink or let it alone is now letting 
it alone. 
Rochester (Ind.) Sun. 


Our idea cl no place to go is the 
“ grand opening ot a funeral home. 
Medicine Lodge (Kau.) Index. 


In this country i f s "W ho’s W ho,^ 
but in Central Europe i f s "Vitch s 
Witch?"-—Belzoni (Miss.) Banner. 


In a matrimonial race it is not 
easv to tell when a girl is on her 


l a s t lap, - Bremen (Ind.) Enquirer. 


w e a l t h 
and 


keat name. 


to rise 


would 


A cold wave is upon us, and heav­ 
en is again relied upon to protect tho 
working girl’s chest.- Kansas City 
Star. 


It’s getting so an employer can t 
fire even his furnace without permis­ 
sion of a union.— El Paso 
(Tex.) 
Herald. 


Now that girts are rouging their 
lips, even the kiss has been deprived 
of a "kick."— Oconomowoc 
(VV is.) 
Enterprise. 


For the politicians the hand-shak­ 
ing season is now over and the plum- 
shaking 
season 
begins. - 
Gilmer 
(Tex.) Mirror. 


If e p id e m ic s fo llo w th e s o l e s you 
.n ay lo ok fo r an o u tb r e a k ot k n e e - 
m o n ia th is w in te r . 
P a d u c a h I K. . 
New's-D e m o c r a t. 


The proof o f the pudding used to 
be in the eating thereof. 
Now it is 
in 
the 
raisin 
thereof. 
Cjnth.a. 
(Ky.» D e m o c r a t. 


The Knocker 


- I do not care 
For old man Brown 
He thinks we have 
A rotten town. 
He knocks by night 
And roasts by day 
And yet he doesn’t 
lo Ie 
Move away. 


Hot Could Use Ii 


The lover of mystery stories will find “The Purple Ci­ 
pher’’ to his liking. It is the tale of a young man who be­ 
comes entangled with a Chinese Secret organization and 
offesr Earle Williams unusual opportunities to display 
his histrionic ability. 
Francisco’s Chinatown, enhance 
the value of the picture. The love interest is well sus­ 
tained in a network of suspense, thrills, mystery and in­ 
tense dramatic situations. Submarines, shipyards, beau­ 
tiful estates and golf links furnish atmosphere for the 
production. 
Each person will find something that ap­ 
peals strongly in this film. It will grip you and hold you 
in its power from the very first flash. You will want to 
see it a second time. 
The story links China and the United States in a melo­ 
dramatic plot of action and a surprise finish. The un­ 
seen hand of a Chinese tong affects and threatens the 
lives of a group of young Americans, men and women, 
and how the former fight out the safety of the latter fills 
the picture with interesting and exciting action. 


MAJESTIC THURSDAY. DEC. 30 


A Very 
Merry Christmas 


and a Happy New Year 


To our many customers 
and friends! 


We thank you sincerely 
for your liberal pat­ 
r o n a l and cor­ 
dially solicit a 
continuance 
of same 


show un- 
ones Broth- 
They gave 
ast Saturn 
one. 


rd Taft 
south- 
noon 
Worth, 


s taken to 
or treatment, 
r some time, 
ving at a hos- 


f the head 
--Burk Oil 
between 
ery enthu- 
for oil In 


Miss Hazel 
the bride’s 
day, Decem- 
of the Chi- 
seas during 
near Chico 
Is and rela- 
Wise connly 


S NOTES FROk% 
IDGEPORT INDEX 


Bridgeport has two first-class mo­ 
tion picture shows and they are both 
w ell attended at each performance. 


The local basketball team defeat­ 
ed Paradise last Friday in an inter­ 
esting game— the score being 16 to 
6 in favor of Bridgeport. 


The Bridgeport Brick & Tile Com­ 
pany resumed work Monday morning 
with a full crew of men. 
The plant 
had been idle for some time. 


Mr. S. P. Ragsdale of this city and 
Miss Myrtle Clark, living south of 
town, were quietly married at the 
Methodist parsonage last Sunday af­ 
ternoon, Rev. M. H. Read officiating. 


Assistant County Attorney Lobdell 
was here Thursday and closed the 
box ball alley. 
It is alleged that sev­ 
eral forty-two tables had been r u n ­ 
ning for some time* and that money 
was changing ownership in these 
games. 
The county attorney’s de­ 
partm ent put it up to the proprietor 
to close his business voluntarily or 
be closed by injunction and he chose 
the fo rm e r‘course. 


Superintendent W. H. John and 
H arry Hardy were in Fort W ortn 
last week for tile settlem ent of local 
t> 
^ ^ 
disputes between Texas miners and 
^ pros— s operators and disposed of thirty-two 
cases. 
In one of the cases the deci­ 
sion was deferred to allow the arbi- 
ANKS 
j trator, Harry H ardy of Bridgeport, 
an opportunity to visit Thurber and 
see the conditions in issue. 
Deci­ 
sions in most of the casese were made 
by the arbitrator and general satis­ 
faction was expressed. 


our sincere ap- 
ir many friends who 
kindly christian Ber­ 
ne to pay the last tribute 
the memory of our Miss 
May God bless each 
e of you. 
GIBBON, 
GIBBON, 
GIBBON. 


was here the past week 
He reports his father, 
as being in very poor 
rapidly failing. 
Sam 
Center visited his fath- 


CONTR A CTO RS 
til be received by W. 
ounty judge of Wise 
j at his office in 
the 
Decatur, Texas, for the 
court of said county, 
;k, neon, on the 13th 
ry, 1921, for an annex 
anees to Wise county 
be done in accordance 
nd specifications there­ 
by the Southern Steel 
San Antonio, Texas, and 
in the office of 
W. 
D. 
ounty judge of Wise colm­ 
ar, Texas. 
is to be paid for in Wise 
mis. 
t 
be acce.*t.n/inied bv 
c e r t i f p a r a b l e lo 
ase hall, county judw in tho 
$1 ,0 0 0 .0 0 , guarantee, 
that 
act is awarded bidder n the 
id plans 
and 
specifi< Gens 
I enter a contract and bond 
faithful perform ance o con 


satisfactory bid is received the 
missioners’ court ol said entity 
let contract at courthouse in lo­ 
ir, Texas during the regular . n- 
> session of said court, beguin g 
the 10th day of January. IO- , 
r j 2 noon o’clock. January I «> , 


he commissioners’ court resell 
J 
right to r e j e c t any and all bid. 
v order of 
the 
commissioners, 
rt of Wise county .Texas, this tin 
Ii day of December, 1920. 
W. 1). PASCHALL, 
County J mig* 


The Mothers’ Club served the peo­ 
ple of this city with on unusual din­ 
ner on the evening of December l l . 
It was one of the greatest successes 
that the M others’ Club has undertak­ 
en and it was also one of the most 
pleasing things that they have put be­ 
fore the public. 
The people of this 
city should be highly congratulated 
by the fact of knowing that they were 
the main factors in putting over this 
feat in the nam e of the M others’ 
Club. 
The dinner was served in the 
Wilson building from five till eight 
o’clock and no doubt would have con­ 
tinued until some later had not the 
supply of cats become exhausted. The 
M others’ 
Club 
is 
planning 
great 
things for the school in the way of 
conveniences that 
are very’ 
much 
needed in and around the school 
building. 


MESSENGER NOTES {■"■■■■■'■'■|*|n>m,B1*|ia|1HliniMlinamiHIIHIIHIHIIIHIia>lia,IH"iniH"llll"IMMIIBI'iam 
OF 20 YEARS AGO * 


GINNERS* NOTICE. 


From this date ginning will be 
cash or seed. 
This applies to every­ 
body aliki . 
Please do not ask us to 
vary from ibis rule, cs we will be 
forced to refuse you. 
A * are com­ 
pelled to take this step on account of 
slowr collections. 
We have out so 
much m one y, and are forced to bor­ 
row money to operate on. as our la­ 
bor, coal, bagging and ties, repairs 
and supplies, are strictly cash on tie- 
spot. 
We hope our patrons will look 
at this in the proper spirit, as it is 
beyond our power to carry the load 
any further. 
The Fort W orth Cot 
ton Mill gin will run December MI 
and January I. 
Signed, 
FORT WORTH COTTON OIL CO 
MILLIGAN GIN COMPANY. 
December 22, 1 92 0. 


XAS CHILDREN 
ARE TOO STOOPED 


many 
Texas 
children 
are 
shouldered, do not stand erect 
“louch in their walk, is the de- 
tion made by Miss M. Elizabeth 
our. R. N., public health nurse 
e Texas Public Health Associa- 
who is going into all parts ot 
demonstrating school examina- 
and nursing. 
■ Seymour stated that a stoop- 
sture may lead to congest io I 
e lungs, tuberculosis or other 
or defects, while an erect 
re usually indicates a body full 
vigor and vitality. 
any times poor school eqmp- 
is responsible for poor posture,” 
the nurse. 
“Desks too high or 
ow, poor lighting, carelessness, 
‘y lead to a slouching, ungain- 
ture 
This derect has been ex- 
y noticeable rn my examina- 
Texas school children, 
etchers and 
parents may do 
to correct this habit of the 
ren to droop into a stooping pos- 
through explaining the results 
uch practice. 
School boards 
d see to it that proper lighting 
roper seating facilities are fur- 
i in the school rooms, while tho 
V should not put sm all children 
e desks nor large children at 
desks.” 
S NOTES FROM 
SUNSET SIGN AI. 


Ida Hasty oWDecatur, spefti 
at the bedside of her uncle 
at 
till very sick. 


tile two-year-old son of Otto 
s frightfully burned Sunday 
over a skillet of hot grease 
d and arm. 
Dr. Riley, y h o 
e of the little one, reports 
getting along as well as 
pected considering the se 
lis burns 


phens, jroj 
s, 


BAPTISTS TO HAVE 
COUNTY RALLIES 


There are to be several rallies held 
by the Wise county Baptists during 
he month of January with the filial 
ne held here January 28-30, 1920. 
These rallies are to be county wide 
lid the first one is to he held at Al- 
rd, at which we hope to have one 
» more representatives from every 
(lrch in that section of the coun­ 
tian^ we earnestly solicit the hea-- 
t> o-operation of the church in se­ 
eing said results. 
Following is tin* 
priram: — 
Friday Night 
7 0—-Devotional— T. W. Thorp. 
7 0—Serm on— R. E. Bell. 
Saturday 
100— Devotional— A. J. Leach. 
IO)— The Problems of the Coun­ 
try Crches— 
Im the Pastor’s Standpoint-- 
S. T. yton. 
Fn the Church’s Standpoint— 
J. F. \ite. 
11:3 The 
Solution 
of 
Those 
Problen J. L. Ward. 
12:30Noon Intermission. 
2:00—evotional. 
2:30—ie Importance of the Wo­ 
man’s We in Christ’s P rogram -- 
Mrs. Gibs President of W. M. L\ 
A ssociate 
3:00— /ress— Mrs. J. G. Gose. 
7:00— notional— S. M. Coving- 
aon. 
7:30 
TH est,Method of Financ­ 
ing the Chines— J. L. Ward. 
•Munday 
9 :4 5 - Shiv School, by Superin­ 
tendent Schuy. 
10:30— Dusted Talks by Visi­ 
tors. 
1 0 :4 5 - Chu Roll Call. 
11:00—-Spec Music 
by 
Choir 
and Orchestra. 
11:15— Addi Building an Ideal 
Sunday School 
L. Bulkeley. 
2:00 
LaymeAVork— Addresses 
by B. R. Floyd 
J. E. Boyd. 
til l 
3:00— An A-l YUP. P., How- 
Obtained and Maimed; 
Some o 
Its Benefits. 
3:30- 
\ Praeti Demonstrate).'. 
ibiting B. 
7 . OO- 
Special IWj bt 
Orch* glia. 
7 : 0 
Sermon 


Choir 


From the Messenger of Dec. 28, 1900 


Mrs. W. A. Helm is visiting her 
parents at Rhome. 


Elmo Tankersiey returned Tues­ 
day from Seattle, W ashington. 


A. D. Rogers had the misfortune 
to lose a fine milk cow Sunday. 


Mrs. C. C. Jones entertained the 
Whist Club W ednesday evening. 


Miss Nettie Blewett of Denton, is 
visiting her cousin, Miss Nettie Blew­ 
ett. 


Chas. B. Carswell of ,r~-rell. spent 
Xmas with his brother, R. E. Cars­ 
well. 


Mrs. L. T. Owens and little daugh­ 
ter, Ruby, of Denton, are visiting in 
the city. 


J. J. Perkins and wife are spending 
the holidays with Mr. Perkins’ par­ 
ents in Dallas. 


Miss Zella Allen came home Mon­ 
day from Waxahachie, where she has 1 
been attending school. 


C. T. W atkins and Ernest Means 1 
visited the latter’s parents in Dallas 
during the Christmas week- 


Mrs. Harley Portwood entertained 
Thursday evening in honor of the 
young ladly visitors to the city. 


Marvin Smith, editor-in-chief of 
the Slidell Courier, is spending the 
holidays with relatives in the city. 


Dr. Brow nlee Ferguson and wife of 
Waxahachie, are visiting the latte r’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Kenney. 


Bismark Ferguson, a student of 
the Galveston Medical College, is vis­ 
iting relatives and friends in the city. 


Mrs. E. O. Lively gave a party 
Wednesday night in honor 
of 
her 
neice, Miss Sallie Lively of Denton. 


H. H. Little met with the misfor­ 
tune of breaking his arm Monday 
evening by having his saddle turn 
with him. 


Dick Collins, who has been hold­ 
ing a position on the force of the 
Denton County News, is spending the 
week in Decatur. 


Mrs. Violetta Burks, who now lives 
in Fort W orth, has been visiting in 
the city this week. 
She was accom­ 
panied by her friend, Miss Vaughn. 


Misses Maggie Thomas of Stony, 
and Dora Bean of Roswell, N. Mex., 
are visiting Miss Mae Dillard, who 
is at home from scnoor at Sherman 
spending her vacation. 


Sam J. McMillan, wife and little 
son of Gertrude, Jack county, spent 
several days here this week visiting 
relatives in Decatur and vim inity. 
Mr. McMillan is a nephew of ye ju n ­ 
ior editor. 


At the Cum berland Presbyterian 
church in this city, Sunday, Decem­ 
ber 2 3, ai 10:45 a. in., Mr. Riley 
Spencer and Miss Cora Penn were 
united in matrimony, Rev. W. T. Gil 
Ham officiating. 
The groom is one 
of Wise county’s rising young teach­ 
ers and the bride has for sev er a l 
years taught most satisfactorily one 
of the grades in the Decatur public 
school. 
Both are residents of the 
Beth**! community near town. 
May 
s u n s h i n e light then 
patch throw 
life. 


Marriage Licenses: 
M. F. Thump 
son and Miss Belli stokes; 
P. I.. 
Barefield and Miss Mattie Harris; 
E. O. H arris and Miss Sallie Pear­ 
son; 
John W alker and Miss B. M. 
Bishop: 
T. I). Mara and Miss Aman­ 
da J. Morris; 
J. H. W ilhite and Mrs. 
M. S. W ilhite; 
Dr. Chas. W. Lack­ 
ey and Miss Nannie J. Shadle; 
J. 
S. Hammond and Miss Pearl Kirby; 
E. M. Williams and Miss Fannie S. 
Womack; 
Jack Robinson and Miss 
Rossa Jo rd a n : 
G. W. Gregg and 
Miss Lissie Ant wine; 
R. A. Rey­ 
nolds 
and 
Miss 
Nora 
McDonald; 
Chas. Tackel and Miss Jennie Car­ 
der; 
Dr. G. W. Murphy and Miss 
Annie Rhodes; 
Victor I). Harrison 
and Miss Effie Turner; 
E. G. Ray 
and Miss F. M. Swain; 
A. A. Sw*ain 
and Miss Ethel Majors; 
W. L. Rol­ 
laway and Miss Lizzie Verden; 
T. 
H. Young and Miss Myrtle L. Huff; 
Ed Paul and Miss Nannie Hall; 
D. 
P. Roberts and Miss J. M. Glasco; M. 
M. Ford and Miss Ruberta Digly; 
J. T. Wallace and Miss Eula Ford. 
W. B. W right and Miss C. E. Lusk: 
T. L. Bruce and Miss D. A. Howard; 
J. M. Grogg and Miss Lula Clark; I). 
L. Blackman and Miss Mattie Ed­ 
wards; 
Dr. M. D. Fullingim and 
Miss M. D. H anna; 
John H arrington 
and Miss Maude Hemphill; 
S. R. 
Spencer and Miss Cora Penn: 
C. A. 
W right and Miss Fannie Kibbler: W. 
J. Smith and Miss Lena Chitwood; 
J. W. Dunn and Miss Della Brown; 
Isaac W hite and Miss Pearl Clifton, 
L. W. Elerby and Miss Ethel Gard­ 
ner; 
W. E. Howard and Mis« L a 
Blake; 
T. L. McDowell and Miss 
Jennie Campbell; 
John A. Askey 
and Miss Dallera Hutcheson; 
J. C 
.Matson and Miss Mattie A 
Martin: 
J. B. Read and Miss Pearl 
George 
M. Adams and 
Campbell; 
O. FA Thomas 
\. T,. Dickey: 
W arren S 
Miss Sarah Bearden; 
L. L. 
and Miss Mattie Coo a. 


Started Another One 


E. I . writes the “ Brigiijt Sayings 
of Children” departm ent J* the Chi­ 
cago Tribune: 
rn 
— 
Our a iu ^ K g a ext ret i* 
: her 
ml 


Christmas 


Greetings 


* 
'{■inn 


To our old friends loyal and true:—to our val­ 
ued new friends:— and to those whose friend­ 
ship we strive to deserve; we heartily wish un­ 
measured happiness and sood fortune through­ 
out the coming years. 


With grateful appreciation for all the favors 
received by us from you, and for that price­ 
less though intangible asset, your good-will, 
which we prize beyond measure we seek to mer­ 
it your continued confidence, and aim to serve 
/ 
you hepfully in the future. 


The City National Bank 


—MEMBER FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM— 
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POULTRY POINTERS 


The egg shells should be crushed 
thoroughly before feeding or th** 
hens will learn to eat eggs. 


“ Pip” is simply a cough indicating 
obstruction of the nostrils. 
A drop 
of kerosene injected into each nos­ 
tril is a remedy. 


Always arrange the nests so the 
fowls can get into them readily w ith­ 
out being obliged to jum p down on 
the eggs in the nest. 


Don’t overlook the fact that eggs 
have a large proportion of water in 
them and the hens should have all 
Die w ater they will drink. 


Eggs 
hatched 
by 
hens 
require 


twenty-one days; 
ducks, 
twenty- 
eight; 
turkeys, twenty-six; 
geese, 
thirty; 
pigeons, eighteen days. 


It is as easy to overfeed fowls as 
it is to underfeed them. 
The happy 
medium can he learned only by ex­ 
perience and close observation. 


Poultry fences that are built cfi 
wire netting should not have a rail 
at the top, as the birds can see it 
plainly and soon learn to fly over it. 


Grape vines planted in the chicken 
runs and trained to the fence afford 
shad to poultry and alsof rn it to th** 
owner. 
The vines should he* trained 
high. 


Geese are seldom troubled with 


the diseases so common to other 
fowls. 
Those most thrifty are hatch­ 
ed early; 
they also grow la rg e r 
They do not entirely m ature until 
about the third year, and the eggs 
are not trustworthy. 


Where the Miracle Fam e In 


A southern minister explained the 
meaning of the scriptural expression* 
“Take up thy bed and w alk,” by say­ 
ing th at the bed was simply a mat 
or rug easily taken up and carried 
away. 
“ I can’t believe th at,” an old lady 
of his congregation protested. 
“The 
bed was a regular four-poster. There 
would be no miracle in walking away 
with a bit of mat or rug on your 
back.” 


Watches, 
Birthday Rings 
Emblems, 
Brooches, 
Cut Glass, 
La Vallieres, 
Community Silverware, 
Wrist Watches, 
Bracelets, 
Beauty Pins, 
Watch Chains, 


Lindsey: 
4s Oma 
rid Mist- 
.it ll and 
Joffmver 


DIVERSIFIED FARM­ 
ING IS ADVOCATED 


I l f "N 


W e consider each 
tru s t a secred o bli­ 
gation. 
We fulfill 
o u r 
duties 
in 
an 
able, dignified m a n ­ 
ner. 
O ur record fo r 
fa ir dealing is w ell 
k no w n . 
Fairness in 
ev ery th in g 
is 
th e 
m o tto 
of 
this 
o r­ 
ganization. 


MAN ti CHRISTIAN 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
PHONES - S W 7 2 
I N D . l e e 
nFfilTIlP -- TF X AS 
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o d d o h o a a n o n a 
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J Indigestion 
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Many 
persons, 
otherwise 
vigorous 
and 
healthy, 
are 
pothered 
occasionally 
with 
Indigestion. 
The effects of a 
disordered 
stomach on 
the 
system 
are 
dangerous, 
and 
prompt treatm ent of indiges­ 
tion is important. 
“The only 
medicine I have needed has 
been som ething to aid diges­ 
tion and clean 
the liver," 
writes 
Mr. 
Fred Ashby, a 
McKinney, 
Texas, 
farm er. 
“My medicine is 
B 
Thedford’s 
3LA0K-DRAUGHT 
a 
aa 
a 
a rn a 
a 
aiiaa 
JEM 
E R4 £8 8$ 
BBBanB&E&KIMift 


for indigestion and stomach 
trouble of any kind. 
I have 
never 
found 
anything 
th a t 
touches the spot, like Black- 
Draught. 
I take it in broken 
doses afte r meals. 
For a long 
time I tried pills, which grijt- 
cd and d id n’t give the good 
results. 
Black-Draught liver 
medicine is easy to take, easy 
to keep, inexpeu. ive.” 
Opt 
a pack' 
• from your 
druggist today—Ask for and 
insist 
u»x:n 
Hiedford’s— the 
only genuine. 


Dei it todi.7. 
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T h e re 
is 
a 
growing 
tendency 
am ong th e farm ers of W ise county 
to c o n v e rt th eir farm s into diversi 
tied livestock farm ing. 
One of th e 
best exam ples of this is being c a r­ 
ried o u t on th e Meadow B rook F a rm , 
owned a n d operated by G. W. Tyson 
and fam ily, and located tw o m iles 
south of D ecatur. 
Mr. Tyson has a 
one h u n d re d acre farm com posed of 
several different kinds of soil and 
suitable to the productions of m ost 
any kind of farm products, th u s a f ­ 
fording an opportunity to diversify 
as m uch as he likes. 
T h e re is perhaps no b e tte r ex am ­ 
ple of m o d e rn diversified fa rm in g to 
be fo u n d in the county th an on this 
farm . 
M r. Tyson diversifies th ro u g h 
the g ro w in g of the principal feed 
crops a n d a few varieties of tru ck , 
such a s tom atoes, melons and p o ta ­ 
toes. 
T h e entire farm is te rra c ed 
and is p la n te d each year in a system 
of ro tatio n . 
The m odern m eth od s of 
fertilizing in th £ south, w hich is th e 
plan tin g of legum inous crops, h a u l­ 
ing of s ta b le m anure, etc. have been 
utilized to th e extent th a t th e re is 
p erh ap s n o t a m ore fertile fa rm to 
be fo u n d in the county th a n this one. 
A long w ith this system of fa rm in g 
Mr. 
T yson 
keeps 
a 
sm all 
dairy 
and specilizes on pure bred Poland 
China bogs. 
He started in th e hog 
business tw o years ago and has kept 
a p e rm a n e n t herd of five choice sows 
and a good male. 
In o r d e r to add new blood to his 
line a n d b rin g his herd up to one cf 
the best, he has recently p u rch ased 
th ree cla ssy gilts, expecting to grow 
them 
o u t 
especially for 
breed in g 
stock. 
W h ile atten din g the D allas 
state fa ir in October, Mr. Tyson plac­ 
ed his o rd e r w ith F. Oliver & Sons, 
pioneer b re e d ers in K ansas, fo r a 
highly b re d young boar to head his 
herd. 
T h is b o ar is sired by C olum ­ 
bus W o n d e r, th e undefeated g rand 
cham pion a t th e Dallas S tate F a ir 
of 1920, w eighing twelve h u n d re d 
pounds a t tw o years old. 
C olum bus 
W onder w a s sired by Big Bole W o n ­ 
der, w h ic h w as in his tim e the g re a t­ 
est b re e d in g sire known. 
H e is also 
a h a lf-b ro th e r to Caldw ell’s Big Bole, 
grand 
c h a m p io n 
of 
th e 
N ation al 
Swine S h o w in 1918. 
T he d am by 
Black B u ste r, is a prize w inning sow, 
taking first a t the W ichita, K ansas, 
Stock S how last spring. 
This y o u n g boar has recently been 
shipped a n d is ro w at th e head of 
this sp len did Poland C hina h e rd on 
the M eadow Brook F arm . T he b re e d ­ 
ers w ho h a v e seen him p r o n e nee 
him a choice individual and a to o d 
show prospect. 
It is tile hope of Mc. 
Tyson t h a t th ro u g h proper cain* and 
feeding h e will be able lo m a k e of 
this splendid young hog one of th • 
best b re e d in g sires in the state, and 
I hat t h r o u g h proper m ating with a 
few of the best sows in o th er h e rd s 
he may m a k e him to serve the gen- 
breed in g interest of the com- 
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It is th e opinion or the above nant- 
| f I od s u b sc rib e r and friend to the Mes- 
B l senger th a t since the growing and 
. i m a rk e tin g ot cotton is now so u n c e r­ 
tain, th e best thing for fa rm e rs of 
this section is to practice diversified 
stock 
f a r m i n g and keep the hest, 
pure-bred bogs that can be had at 
reasonable prices. 
By this m ethod 
there will not only be a co n stant 
income d u r in g the year but a g r a d ­ 
ual b uildin g up of the fertility of o u r 
farm lands. 
There is not a single reason^ 
why you should deny yourself • 
the benefits of rich, nourishing “ 
I the benefits of rich, nourishing 
Scott’s Emulsion 
I Far b e tter than alcoholic^ 
■ tonics or medicines, every | 
I drop of Scott’s contributes! 
J to strength and better health. J 
A. Bowne, Bloomfield, 


OIL DEVELOPMENT 
OF WISE COUNTY 


or m e n o n e oiai 
v w 
, 
. 
, 
Hoyl well, two and one-hall miles loglgt th ey should find tho pay s 
w est from Chico, is shut dow n 
I in this w ell between 2*00 and 3 


of 
locations 


th e p r e se n t 
on 
accou n t 
ot 
tro ub les, how ever, they expect to be 
back a t w o r k in a very shot I tine . 
TTfcey axe u o w n 2150 feet, ha'*' hsul 
w hree d istin c t oil showings. 
hey are 
•reco g n ized b y all as having one 
A ke b e st, if n o t the best, 
the c o u n ty . 
The d rillers a re so 
id e n t of g e ttin g a good well here 
h a v e agreed to go aln a 
th e w ell to r merely th en 


two m iles east 
arr mid I HOU i 
ted sh o w in g o* j 
T hey were i 
me on 
ac- ! 
. 
m o n >y to 
B H i cd from J 
mow im .' 
m i l 
o n i 
t h e y i 
db 
, 


m ate as they 
will not put out any 
in fo rm atio n 
whatever 
as 
to 
th e ir 
depth o r w h a t they have e n c o u n te r ­ 
ed. 
A few days ago they had a 
S'rung gas pressure, this was notice­ 
able to a n y o n e who came n e a r th e 
well. 
At this writing I un d e rsta n d 
they h ave stopped the work all of a 
; sudden a 11« r doing a little diilling 
' they let th e hit down in the well and 
j left it. 
T h e suposition is that they 
I ha \ •' e n c ou n te re d something ot \al 
1 ue and a r e notifying the head m en 
at W ic h ita Falls before going 
a n v ­ 


il! ether. 
K eystone 
Petroleum 
Com pany s 
well, tw elve miles southeast from De­ 
catur, is in a good form ation aro un d 
2800 feet. 
According to the rep o rt 
of the L o n e S ta r Gas C om pany geo­ 
sand 
............... 
OOO 
m oney 
H e said t)li y WOuIG go th ru 
' 
th** very sam e formation that they 
are now in and from th a t into th e 
oil sand. On the strength of this re ­ 
port th e L one S tar Gas Com pany has 
loaned th e Keystone Com pany casing 
with w h ich to finish th*1 well. 
T h '1 
K eystone is having considerable gas 
at the p re se n t depth. 
Cliffwood Oil Company in n o r th ­ 
eastern p a r t 
Of the county, is p re ­ 
paring to start drilling at once. They 
have so m e th in g 
like 500 cords of 
wood on the ground which they in­ 
tend using for fuel. 
Their derrick 
is 
po 
and I understand th at th e ir 
m ach in ery is on the g ro u n d . 
Ab ord Oil & Gas Company n ear 
a nd the Montague county line, 
ll s h u t do ' n a tier having d rill 
mind 
51 i feet. 
Shortage of 
' h a s been their trouble, "'hey 
- p o rted to be able to continue 


P e r 
is st 
Cfi 
l ion' ■ 
are et 
r heir 
w a r . 
F o< 
Ct' 


DECEMBER 5, ST. NICK’S DAY 


Children of Holland and France Look 
for Santa Claus* Visit Early in 
the Month. 


N TH E strict order of things 
children should have hung 
up their stockings for Santa 
Claus on Dec. 5, and re­ 
joiced in his gifts. 
For It 
was the feast of St. Nicholas, alias 
Santa Claus. 
He has nothing w hat­ 
ever to do with Christmas, and his 
visit then Is an Anglo-Saxon anach­ 
ronism, 
which 
came 
from 
America 
fifty years ago. 
As their patron saint, 
children were taught to look to Nich­ 
olas for care and protection. To show 
the reality of his love for boys and 
girls, parents related that on his eve 
he went up and down the earth re­ 
warding the good with presents, as he 
had in his life secretly thrown purses 
of gold Into the rooms of poor maid­ 
ens through the window. 
Children 
were taught to hang up their stock­ 
ings 
which 
parents acting 
as 
the 
saint’s deputies filled 
with 
sweets, 
apples, nuts and toys. 
In England the 
custom w as abolished with the wor­ 
ship of saints at the Reformation, 
and w as re-established In the Ameri­ 
can guise of F ather Christm as in the 
middle of last century. 
But in Holland Santa Claus makes 
his visit on the right day, Dec. 5. In­ 
stead of stockings, the Dutch children 
place their shoes, with straw in them I 
for the donkey on 
which 
Nicholas ; 
rides, in front of the fireplace. 
In , 
the morning good children find pres- ' 
ents there, 
but 
the 
shoes 
of 
the I 
naughty contain only a birch. 
The I 
custom is the same 
in 
France. 
In 
southern Austria, a young man, ar­ 
rayed as St. 
Nicholas, 
in 
episcopal 
robes, visits each house and examines 
the children in their catechism. To 
those who answer well the saint’s at­ 
tendant angels give fruit and sweets, 
while demons are admitted to terror­ 
ize the careless. 
On going to bed the j 
children place baskets or dishes on j 
the window sill for his future gifts. 
Catholic Germany furnishes the transl- | 
tlon between the origin of Nicholas j 
and modern Santa Claus. Arrayed as 
Father Christmas, he visits each home I 
and questions the children as to their 
past conduct. 
For the good there are 
cakes and fruit, and for nil a lecture. 
He then asks 
what 
presents 
they 
would like the Christ-child to bring at 
Christmas.— London Dally Chronicle. 


FOR THEIR CHRISTMAS PARTY 
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Appropriate 
Decorations Add to the 
Zest and Gayety of th e Yuletide 
Festivities. 


F SANTA CLAUS is to be 
present at die Christmas par- 
y supper—-and of course he 
should be invited —he may 
appear 
in 
an 
automobile, 
tmt in order to bi* quite orthodox he 
should he driving his eight reindeer 
through the sn o w ; and therefore the 
hostess should use a strip of snowy 
cotton wool plentifully sprinkled with 
frost for the table center. 
ITircha.se 
a somewhat large Santa Clans; he 
will be most effective dressed in a 
brown cloak with scarlet hood and 
cap. 
A fancy basket in the form of 
a wheelbarrow or chariot will answer 
the purpose for hts sleigh, and should 
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ONLY 
TWO 
DAYS 


—But we are ready for you with 
stocks for your inspection, 
some grifts suggestions:— 


Community Plate Silverware.. $1.50 


Jewelry................ Priced to Suit Ever 
Cut Glass...................................$1.50 U 
Ivory Goods................................. $1.25 til 


Kodaks and Cameras..............$2.86 to $24. 


Kodak Albums............................... 75c to $5.00 


Eversharp Pencils......................$1.00 to $6.00 


Fountain Pens........................... $1.00 to $10.1 


Box Papers.....................................65c to $5.00 


Perfume sets.................................50c to $10.1 


Box Candies................................... 65c to $8.' 


Bix Cigars (25 to box)................$1.25 to $5.0< 


E y e G la s s e s ( F it te d to y o u r e y e s ) . .$ 5 to'$^«i 
W. B A S S & COJ 


D R U G G I S T S , J E W E L E R S & O P T I C I A N S 


KID I‘OKER PLAYER I SLS 
GUN WHEN FIFTH ACE APPEARS 


New York. Dec. 22. -A fo u rteen - 
year-old 
boy 
was 
arraign ed 
in 
a 
B rooklyn 
court 
y esterd ay c h a rg e ! 
w ith shooting and w ounding a fif­ 
teen-year-old com panion d urin g a po­ 
k er gam e yesterday. 
W illiam T erm ine was the prisoner 
and .Salvatore Cam pisi was the vic­ 
tim of th e alleged shooting. 
It h ap ­ 
pened, th e other fo u r p articip an ts in 
the gam e told the police, in this way: 
“ T h e re was a pig pot and heavy 
betting. 
W illiam called Salvatore 
be loaded with presents of all kinds. 
an(j S alvatore laid bow n fo ur aces 
The reindeer, which can be filled with an d reached for th e money. 
sweets, may he harnessed to the sleigh 
“ W ait a m in ute," W illiam w arned, 
with 
sc a rle t 
r i b b o n s on which have 
“ T h a t m akes five aces in the deck. 
been sewn a number of tiny hells. 
j If tiny m an touches th a t mone> I JI 
At 
intervals down the table place , sfrooc. 
boxes of bonbons in the form of Yule 
v a ,o ie 
one iii 
n 
money and 
the gun w ent off. 
Now Salvatore is in a hospital, 
w here it is said he will recover, and 
W illiam is being held u n d e r $1000 
bail for pleading next M onday. 


logs, with garlands of berried holly 
and mistletoe arranged front log to 
log. the menus to be in banner form, 
each one being held by a m iniature 
Father Christmas. 
A Cinderella scheme for the supper 
table is pretty. 
For the center pur-; 
-------- 
chase from your Aorist the wire fram e j C h ristm as is coming! 
C hristm as is 
of a coach. 
Cover it thinly with m oss,; 
com ing ' 
binding it o n ‘ wit Ii hemp; then cover 
it with scarlet geraniums, attaching 
the blossoms to the coach with fine 
silver w ire; harness two milk-white 
toy horses to it with ribbons to match j u ^ t i e hearts, 
big hearts, old 
and 
the geraniums. 
A sm art little coach-, 
young: 
man and footman must be placed on j All tro u b le and strife 
their respective places, and a doll to, 
w inds flung, 
represent Cinderella dressed for the T his is th e day we all love best 
ball should be sitting inside. 
Appropriate presents to be placed 
for the children would consist of a 
m 0rn 
slipper filled with sweeties for each F or this qt(j world u new life was 
little boy. and a doll dressed as a 
born; 
fair-, in white gauze spotted with sib ' p ^ t sinners he might then set free 


CHRISTMAS MUSINGS 


How it sets out h e a rts a hum m ing. 
D ear Old St. Nick is on his way 
To cheer and b rig h ten o u r C hristm as 
day. 


to th e far 


ve best 
T his is the day o u r Savior blest. 


Bv com ing to earth th a t C hristm as 


Do your Christmas sapping at the Mel­ 
ton Millinery Parks. 
Many very pret- 
I 
ty and useful gift#? for milady on dis­ 
play:— 
| 


HAND-MADE LINGERIE, SUIT to MATCH 
FLO W E R S^ YOUR FURS 
HAND BA*S AND PURSES 
MID TINTER HATS 
/ 
BOUDOIR CAPS 
/ 
COMBS 
I 
WEILS 
A t 


rn 
O 


drilling about Ti-" first of the* 


.lion 
has b e n made in the 
a s te r n part or the county in 
o m a s Pense ti curvey, ' u n d e r - j 
v a company which o w ns con - ^ 
production end at *1 able fi- j 
to drill a deep test without j 


has been m ade by tho 
j 
Gas Com pany on th e ir 
Luting about six m iles 
|t u r . They have m ade 
Ld has been approv- 
ealls for th em to 
loon. 
Vise county is 
Jiegan, since 
ling a t one 
and ev- 
to th re e 
im yet 


vet- stars, holding a tiny wand. would 
delight the heart of *>ach little girl. 


T p 
w 
r n 


He offered Himself a ransom to be. 


Santa, Santa, we love you so: 
F o r the love on us you do bestow. 
With a great big pack on your s t u r ­ 
dy buck, 
And you a-sliding down the chimney 
s ta c k . 


little ones, gifts for the 


C o m e see t h e W P m p r i a t e p re s e n ts be- ft] 


fo re y o u m a ) # o u r s e le c tio n s ! 
\ MRS. a B. MELTON 
'tm 


story th e shepherds 


HIS SU G G ESTIO N 
“We'fi 
have 
to 
economize 
Milt 
Christmas, my dear.* 
\ 
“Yes, but how7“ 
“ I’ve an Idea. 
Let’s give your rel­ 
atives the same kind of ^heap gifts 
we always give my folki 


Tit for Ta! 
;t: “May I read 


Gifts for the 
o ld ; 
T he same I (iv 
told. 
The stockings filled w ith all th in gs 
good; 
Ju st as the Giver said we should! 


T h e re ’s the tree in th e corner lo ad ­ 
ed down: — 
One for tho lowly as well as re ­ 
nowned. 
G ifts inexpensive and gifts th a t cost 
sums- r- 
All m ean t {or Je s u s ’ little ones. 


L e t’s 
p a s s / it 
on— th is 
C hristm as 
ch e e r J 
And m akeV it last throughout, tho 
year! 
I 
4 
life of service to th e needy gfve, 
Uy live. 
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